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Vaccine coming to 65 and older 


Effort beginning Jan. 25 
will still take some time 


Molly Beck, Daphne Chen 
and Madeline Heim 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


MADISON - Wisconsin health offi- 
cials are making COVID-19 vaccine 
shots available to anyone age 65 and 


older later this month — the state’s first 
move to inoculate the general public 
from a virus that has killed more than 
5,000 people in the state in less than a 
year. 

But the effort will take time, Wiscon- 
sin Department of Health Services offi- 
cials warned. The agency announced 
the expansion of the state’s vaccine roll- 
out to Wisconsin’s elderly as the state 
continues to receive fewer doses of vac- 
cine from the federal government than 


needed to quickly provide shots to state 
residents. 

About 700,000 people in Wisconsin 
are 65 or older but the state received 
about 70,000 first-dose vaccines each 
week, according to the agency. 

“Older adults have been hardest hit 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, and priori- 
tizing this population will help save 
lives,” Health Services Secretary An- 
drea Palm said ina statement. “Wiscon- 
sin systems and operations are ready to 


vaccinate more people. The amount of 
vaccine we get from the federal govern- 
ment will determine how quickly we can 
get these groups vaccinated.” 

The state agency in a release Tuesday 
said eligible residents may schedule ap- 
pointments through their health care 
provider, pharmacies and local health 
departments. But likely not immediate- 


ly. 


See VACCINE, Page 8A 


ANALYSIS 


From left: Douglas Emhoff, U.S. Vice President-elect Kamala Harris, Jill Biden and U.S. President-elect 


Joe Biden attend a memorial service to honor more than 400,000 American victims of the coronavirus 
pandemic at the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool on Tuesday in Washington, D.C. GETTY IMAGES 


Biden's task: 5 things the 
new president needs to do 


Plans begin with far-reaching 
executive orders and actions 


Susan Page USA TODAY 


Joseph Robinette Biden Jr. takes the oath of of- 
fice Wednesday amid crises that rival the worst in 
American history, earning comparisons toAbraham 
Lincoln’s inauguration in 1861 as seven Southern 
states seceded and the Civil War loomed. 

But challenges can also be opportunities. Those 
earlier times of catastrophe forged pivotal mo- 
ments and presidencies now heralded as among the 
nation’s most consequential. 

“He’s going to enter office at perhaps a more pre- 
carious time for our nation than we’ve seen in the 
past 150 years,” said David Barker, director of the 
Center for Congressional and Presidential Studies 
at American University. “That star-spangled ban- 
ner still waves, but over, perhaps, a land of the cyn- 
ical and a home of the scared.” 

Most Americans agree. In a USA TODAY/Suffolk 
Poll taken last week, a 52% majority said Biden 


faces the biggest crises of any president in memory. 
Just 6% thought he faced fewer crises than most 
new presidents. 

The toll of the coronavirus pandemic is still 
growing. The economic consequences of the pan- 
demic are reverberating. Demands for racial justice 
continue to rise. A national manhunt is underway 
for members of the mob that stormed the Capitol on 
Jan. 6. 

“Our country feels very out of control to me,” said 
Sandi Bethune, a 71-year-old retiree from Oakland, 
California, who was called in the poll. A Biden voter, 
she is hopeful he'll be up to the task of leading ina 
fraught time. 

Presidents often face crises they didn’t expect, 
noted Jimbo Selph, 39, an auto mechanic from Call- 
ahan, Florida, who voted for Trump. “There is no 
handbook or playbook that ... tells you what to do, 
step by step,” he said in a follow-up interview. 

There are lessons both from history and from the 
past two weeks for what Biden needs to do once he 
is in charge. Here are five of them: 


See TASK, Page 7A 


McConnell: 
Trump ‘fed 
lies’ to mob 
about vote 


Majority leader issues 
striking condemnation 


Christal Hayes 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell issued his 
most striking condemnation yet of 
President Donald Trump after the at- 
tack at the U.S. Capitol, 
saying the mob of pro- 
testers was “provoked 
by the president.” 

“The mob was fed 
lies. They were pro- 
voked by the president 
and other powerful peo- 
ple, and they tried to 
use fear and violence,” McConnell said 
on the Senate floor, casting a clear shot 
not only at Trump but fellow Republi- 
cans who backed the president’s ef- 
forts to overturn election results in 
several swing states. 

McConnell publicly split with 
Trump after the attack, which hap- 
pened as the House and Senate were 
counting Electoral College votes. 
McConnell, a Kentucky Republican, 
has also left open the possibility of 
convicting Trump at his second im- 
peachment trial, a striking departure 
from McConnell’s role during Trump’s 
first impeachment in which McCon- 
nell worked with the White House to 
ensure the president was acquitted. 

McConnell’s remarks came as the 
Senate continues preparing for 
Trump’s second impeachment trial. 
Trump’s term will officially end 
Wednesday when Joe Biden is sworn 
into office, but congressional leaders 
have said a trial would continue re- 
gardless, leaving constitutional schol- 
ars debating whether a former presi- 
dent can be convicted after he leaves 
office. 


McConnell 


See MCCONNELL, Page 6A 


Ron Johnson’s rebuttal 


Senator comments on our editorial; 
editorial board responds. Page 10A 
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Monreal-Cameron showed energy, determination 


Jessica Rodriguez 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Maria Monreal-Cameron’s presence 
demanded attention. She got work 
done, and she did it with enthusiasm 
and grace. 

Monreal-Cameron, the former presi- 
dent and chief executive officer of the 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of 


Wisconsin and a trailblazer in Milwau- 
kee’s Latino community, died Monday. 
She had been diagnosed with cancer 
seven months ago, and recently had 
been in home hospice care. She was 75. 
“Maria was an amazing leader who 
transformed the Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce into a civic powerhouse 
through her dynamic personality,” said 
Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett. “She 
created opportunities for countless in- 


dividuals through her determination 
and passion.” 

In the 24 years that Monreal-Camer- 
on served as president and CEO of the 
Hispanic Chamber, beginning in 1989, 
she raised the visibility of not just the 
organization but the whole Latino com- 
munity. She built what had been a small 
operation in a social, political and busi- 


See MONREAL-CAMERON, Page 7A 


Maria Monreal-Cameron speaks at the 
United Community Center on Sept. 6, 
2017, to support permanent legislation 
to replace Deferred Action Childhood 
Arrival. JOURNAL SENTINEL FILES 


State music mentors 


Justin Vernon and Butch Vig will mentor 
musicians for Radio Milwaukee’s 
Amplifier program. Green Sheet, 1D 


Serving history, too 


A list of 21 old Wisconsin supper clubs 
includes seven that survived the 1918 
flu pandemic. Food & Dining, 1E 
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